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Bermudas, marks the fact that it had become
impossible to rely on the English government to
promote religious enterprise throughout the Em-
pire.

These were the main steps by which the public
in Great Britain, without obviously becoming less
religious, acquiesced in the new conception of the
Common Weal; they were prepared to recognise a
Christian State as primarily concerned with secular
affairs, and as having little part in the enforcement
of religious duty or the promotion of religious en-
terprise. The. secularisation of civil government, at
the time of the Union of England and Scotland, is
sometimes spoken of as a triumph of the principles
of Liberty of Conscience and of Toleration: but this
is not quite accurate. Toleration is a habit of mind
which must be cultivated personally; its counter-
feit is indifference to things we do not regard as im-
portant, and this is not a virtue at all.  The power
of tolerating opinions and practices which they re-
gard as mistaken, and even mischievous, can be
most easily acquired by those who are conscious of
the limits of their own intelligence, and are therefore
prepared to feel that there may be a seed of good
in things they regard as evil, and that it is wisest
to let them alone1.    This habit of mind is much
more alien to the intellectuals, who are unconscious
of mistakes of their own, and believe they are en-
tirely guided by reason.   They have much more
1 S. Matt. xiii. 29.